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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The recent ACS Clinical Congress was held in San Francisco and was an extradinary success attended by nearly 
16000 fellows. A broad and diverse spectrum of sessions covered all the important interests of our members 
from research to advocacy.   The educational programs were revamped this year to make them more diverse, 
timely, and interactive.  Broad spectrums of topics were covered and most lecture halls were full with attendees 
giving rave reviews.

From a leadership standpoint, I think that this was the most fundamentally important and productive Congress 
that I have participated in since I have become a Governor. The stage was set by the historic restructuring of the 
Board of Governors meeting.  College business and committee reports were efficiently covered followed by an 
incredibly interesting and productive interactive session between the Regents and the Governors on the new ACS 
position paper on health care reform. The paper discussed covered the Colleges basic beliefs as to what reform 
should occur in the areas of quality, access, and cost. The College is firmly committed to improving the quality 
of surgical care and safeguarding the standards of care in America. The College commits to help surgeons more 
easily measure and report their quality data, to better coordinate and enhance feedback for cancer and trauma 
care, to take steps to ensure that ACS NSQIP becomes the quality measurement leader for surgical care, to 
develop better educational programs for development of clinical competency and maintenance of certification 
and to partner with the Congress to aid in the adoption of electronic medical records into surgical practice. 
In the area of patient safety, the college commits to take a front-line approach in the development of patient 
safety initiatives especially in the areas of effectiveness and validity, to develop guidelines and compliance 
measures that will help reduce surgical errors, and to develop educational programs for improving better patient 
communication and enabling better patient involvement on their health care decisions. In the area of access and 
workforce, the College commits to explore new paradigms of surgical specialists  to ensure an adequate supply 
of high quality surgeons, to provide focused research to understand the future needs of our countries changing 
delivery system, and work to eliminate disparities in availability and delivery of surgical care in this country.  
Finally in the area of cost, the College commits to promulgate guidelines for cost effective best practice care, to 
educate the surgical workforce to be responsive to public demands for outcome and cost data, and to provide 
tools and educational resources for the care of surgically related life – limiting illness particularly related to 
end of life care and futile care. 

Important meetings and discussions between the Executive Committee of the Board of Governors and the 
Socioeconomic Affairs Committee produced substantive suggestions to be reviewed by the Regents on ER call 
compensation and Emergency Surgical Volunteerism. It is now the position of the Board of Governors that health 
care payers and institutions must commit necessary and appropriate support to surgeons providing emergency 
surgical care coverage. Reimbursement must be based on fair value for the risks involved and the services 
provided.  The Governors also unanimously approved a statement approving the passage in all 50 states of the 
Uniform Emergency Volunteer Practitioners Act, which will allow for physicians to provide care in times of 
national disaster without the need for additional licensure or liability coverage. 

Finally, in keeping with Georgia’s tradition of national leadership in Surgery, Dr. Lamar McGinnis was recognized 
as the new President – elect of the American College of Surgeons.  This is truly a grand event in the history of 
the ACS and American Surgery!

James K Elsey, M.D. FACS
President

www.facs.org/chapters/georgia/home.html

ONLINE CREDIT CARD PAyMENTS

First Professionals Insurance Company (First Professionals) implemented a new 
service on March 10 which allows policyholders to make full or partial premium 
payments online with a credit card.  Currently, the credit cards that can be used are 
Visa and MasterCard.  Invoices indicate the payment plan for each policyholder.  
To participate in this program, visit the “Policyholder Services” link on the First 
Professionals Web site, www.firstprofessionals.com, to make online payments.  If 
you have any questions regarding this service, please call the First Professionals 
Policyholder Services department at (800) 741-3742, extension 3217. The entire staff 
has been trained and is ready to assist its policyholders with this option.


